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General Description of Dissertation Work the Actuality of the Dissertation Topic 

 

 In every sphere of ecclesiastical Christian art there is a definite law, a certain system of rules 

and norms, which stipulate the conformity of a creation or work with ecclesiastic canons. In the 

conditions of artistic and aesthetic freedom this very system is the protective mechanism of 

Christian art from secularization. Such a system is also found in Georgian hymnography, 

ecclesiastical chant. 

 

 The study of Georgian hymnography form the point of view of liturgic, literature and 

linguistics has a long tradition. We come across the information about eight-tone in various 

scholary works, but in most cases not in musicological but in liturgical or literary aspect. 

 From the point of view of musicology eight-tone is referred to in the works of: D. 

Arakishvili, Iv. Javakhishvili, Sh. Aslanishvili, O. Chijavadze, V. Gvakharia, E. Chokhonelidze, K. 

Rosebashvili and others. The only special work in Georgian musicology dedicated to the eight-tone 

system is M. Ositashvili's dissertation work "Georgian Eight-tone system and its mode-Intonational 

Bases."13 However a number of scholars14 and researchers have carried out researches studying this 

question, i.e. the general principle of eight-tone, semantic contents or the structure of separate tones. 

It must be mentioned here that all the scholars working in the sphere of chant refer to the question 

of eight-tone in a certain way.15  

 In spite of the works that exist today the common musical system of eight-tone hymns in 

Georgian chant is not defined, the groups of eight-tone hymns and their melodious-intonational 

fund, which is a necessary condition for representing the system as a whole, is not defined either. 

Genre systematization in view of eight-tone groups has not been carried out. 

 

���������������������������������������� �������������������
13 See M. Ositashvili - Georgian Eight-tone System and its mode-Intonational Bases (on the example of Kartl-Kakhetian 

mode of chants). Dissertation for the scholary degree of candidate in art cristicism. Tbilisi, 1988 
14See M. Sukhiashvili - On the Essential compositional principle of Georgian Ecclesiastical Chants. Journal 

"Khelovneba" 1999 no 5-6; The main aspects of chant canon in old Georgian spiritual music. Dissertation for the 

scholary degree of candidate in art criticism. Tbilisi, 2006.  

Tamar Chkheidze - Divine Liturgy in the Georgian practice of divine services (musical-liturgical aspect) // 

Dissertation for the scholary degree of candidate of art criticism. Tbilisi, 1997; On the music and word relationship 

problem in Georgian Hymns (on the example of the analysis of // Tb. S.C. Scientific works. Tbilisi, 1999.  

J. Jangulashvily - The particular features of bishop liturgy hymns according to Stepane (Vasil) Karbelashvili's 

archive materials. Diploma work or Master's Degree Tb. S.C. 2008 
15 See M. Andriadze, 1991, 1998, M. Asanidze 1990, T. Gabisonia 2005, D. Dolidze 1991, M. Erkvanidze 2001, E. 

Onidan; 2004, R. Tsurtsumia 2005, M. Khvtisiashvili 1997, etc. 
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 The lack of the proper theoretical explanation of the eight-tone system in Georgian 

ecclesiastical chant is the reason for some doubts of the conformity of Georgian traditional many-

voice chant with ecclesiastic canon that is why the deep study of this system and the revealing of its 

regularities become even more important. Thus, a voluminous theoretical research of eight-tone 

system allows us to answer a lot of questions connected with Georgian chant. 

 

The Object of Research 

- While studying any question of Georgian chant which concerns its musical side, it is 

necessary to use the material set down in musical notes in the 19th century. We meant he 

manuscripts and published collections by P. Koridze, E. Kereselidze, brothers Karbelashvili 

and R. Khundadze. The main object of our research is this very material and those collections 

as well which were not properly considered in scientific researches. 

-The main material of our research are the well-known Q 672, Q 673 and Q 674 manuscripts; 

the structural stanzaical analysis  of the eight-tone hymns, including in them, has not been 

carried out as yet. 

- The audio recordings of hymns are also the material of vast importance; among them the 

distinguished place belongs to Artem Erkomaishvili's recordings. 

- Proceeding from these materials we discuss both the eight-tone - The regulator of chant 

sphere and the diversity of chant tradition in Georgian church. 

The subject of the research: 

- Georgian ecclesiastical chant. 

- The classification of eight-tone system chants. 

- Grouping them according to their musical contents. 

- The structure of tones, the rule of building. 

- The revelation of the intonational in the context of eight-tone system. 

The purpose of the research is: 

- to reveal the principle of grouping of hymns included in eight-tone system. 

- to determine the number of eight-tone groups, the kinds of genres in them and typology. 

- to represent the typical structure of each tone, musical contents and the rule of stanzaical 

building of every eight-tone group. 

- within each tone to reveal the patterns in which we come across some 
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structural deviations, non-typical sequence of stanzas and their frequency. 

- on the basis of comparative analysis to reveal the unity and diversity existing in the eight-

tone system in various chant traditions of Georgian chant. 

 

In addition we pose the following questions in our research: 

- to specify (to make more exact) the conformity of the numeration of the material in Q 

collection with the list of E. Kereselidze's "books". 

"Hymn Index" (Q 665) of the manuscript, a great help for chant researchers, made by E. 

Kereselidze, is rather difficult to use, because of discrepancy between the numeration of notated 

collections and Q collection numbers. To ascertain the conformity it became necessary to carry out 

comparative description-analysis, which makes it possible to solve the problem. 

- to define and specify the origin of Georgian chant traditions - chant schools and their 

names and terminology, namely, which school patterns are reflected in the numerous 

notated and audio recordings that reached to us, in short, to define what particular 

features this or that chant school has. 

- to show our vision of the historical stages of chant development. 

The Aim of the Research 

- On the basis of the carried out exploration to determine and fix, from the point of 

view of musicology, the theoretical basis of eight-tone system in Georgian 

ecclesiastical chant and by the comparative analysis of the patterns of various chant 

schools to prove the traditionality of canonical tones (tunes) and their subordination 

to this system. 

Research Methodology 

 To research eight-tone system in Georgian ecclesiastical chant we have chosen the following 

main methods: 1) Comparative analysis: by comparing the eight-tone patterns existing in each 

tradition of Georgian chant we determine and make precise the ragularities if eight-tone. 2) By 

stanzaical analysis of each tone we determine structural peculiarities. 3) By statistical method we 

reveal tipical and atypical patterns if each tone 

The Structure and Size of the Work 

The work is represented in two books: 1) The essential text, 2) appendix. 
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Book 1, the essential part of the work consists of: introduction, three chapters, final say, conclusion 

(202 names); the list of notated publications (25 names) and the list of manuscripts (41 names).  

- Chapter one is about the necessity of source expertise research and about the data which we 

have or which we have found. 

- Chapter two is dedicated to Georgian chant schools, their origin, the definition of their 

names, the stages of their development, the peculiarities of tone arrangements and other 

problems. 

- -Chapter three is dedicated to the study and revelation of the problems of eight-tone system 

in Georgian chant, its classification and grouping, the structure of tones, stanza-modus fund, 

and other questions connected with them. This chapter is the main part of the work. 

Book 2 is divided into three parts: 

1. Appendix (15 units), 

2. Tables (34), 

3. Notation examples (168) 

 The books contain the list of notated examples included in the work; their sources are 

indicated (6 pages).  

 The work  presents 822 hymns (in tables) with full analysis and structural schemes. 

 

Scientific Novelty 

Georgian ecclesiastical chant has been the subject of scientific research for more than a century, 

however many problems still remain an unsolved mystery. A number of works touch certain aspects 

of eight-tone system, sometimes essential ones, but their exact systematization and classification do 

not exist today. The main novelty of our work is our systematization of eight-tone hymns and its 

argumentation on the basis of analysis of notated examples. It is the first attempt to reveal the 

complete musical fund of eight-tone hymns of various genres, to make their stanzaical analysis and 

to determine the structural regularities. On the basis of comparative analysis we determine the 

stability of these regularities on the example of various schools. 

 We indicate the regularities existing in the interrelations of tune and word in relation with 

hymn structure. 

 The systematic categorization of eight-tone tunes gives us the possibility of identifying 

thousands of hymn tunes, existing in the manuscripts, with the corresponding group and tone of 

eight-tone system. In addition, we can reveal the deviations, errors or inexactnesses that we 
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come across in the manuscripts. 

 Eight-tone systematization, which is the main object of our work, gives us a good possibility 

of choosing a canonical tune for those numerous hymn text that are not written in notated 

manuscripts and of determining the norms of their arrangement in tune. 

* * * 

 We set forth a question about the problematic of expert source research, which must become 

a priority sphere for the researchers of this sphere. Here we present the less covered material known 

to us. 

* * * 

We present our vision of the historical stages of chant development. We classify schools, 

give terminological specification and argumentations. Define the stipulating factors of variety of 

chant schools. 

 

The Practical Purpose and Prospect of the Work 

 

- The present work will help both Georgian chant researchers and practical chanters. Choir 

masters and teachers get a more or less perfect idea about the regularities, structural 

peculiarities and melodious-intonational arsenal of eight-tone system in Georgian 

ecclesiastical chant. 

- The established system enables us to classify thousands of hymns preserved in the 

manuscripts and to reveal the deviations or some special cases. 

- The revelation of the regularities of eight-tone system in Georgian chant, genre and 

intonational classification of the hymns, will enable us to carry out a comparative analysis 

with other Christian chant traditions (Greek, Russian, early European, etc.),which will create 

a basis for defining the general Christian canonical elements of ecclesiastical chant. 

- The present work, because of the variety of questions discussed, the wide sphere of the 

study and systematicnees can be used as the basis for the text-book of Georgian 

ecclesiastical chant. 

The Contents of the Work 

Chapter 1.   Hymn Sources    
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The first chapter gives the information about the situation, necessity and prospects of the 

research of Georgian ecclesiastical chant sources. 

The material to be analyzed in this work is indicated. 

The earliest notation transcriptions of Georgian chant European musical culture was 

introduced in Georgia in the 19th century. Georgia was an isolated country, annexed by Russia. But 

it was Russia that became a road for the contacts with European culture. It is noteworthy to mention 

that in extremely dire period for the Georgian church when they were oppressed by Russian 

exarches and when very often the divine service and chant in the Georgian language were 

completely forbidden, the first ones who attempted to transcribe Georgian chant in notational 

system were Russians themselves. 

The oldest notational transcription (in five-line system) of a Georgian chant, that reached to 

us, was transcribed not in Georgia, but in Ukraine. This is Marry the Blessed Wiring’s Irmos 'I will 

open my mouth', which was transcribed not later than 1802 by the metropolitan Kiev Eugene 

Bolkhouitihov with the so-called square (Kiev) notation system. He gave the transcription to his 

visitor, a Georgian clergyman Varlam Eristavi, who was appointed the first exarch in Georgia after 

the annihilation of Georgian autocephaly. 

Among the hymns transcribed in Georgia that reached to us, David-Chijavadze-Mkihailov's 

transcription of John Chrisostom's Liturgy hymns are considered to be the oldest, dating back to 

1863 (see NCM fund - miscellaneous No 50). This manuscript was given to the Institute of 

manuscripts by ethnomusicologist Otar Chijavadze in 1955. The proper study from the point of 

source experts or musicology has not been carried out yet. 

       Pilimon Koridze's and Ekvtime Kereselidze's Manuscripts  

Georgian ecclesiastical chant is most completely and numerously presented In Pilimon Koridze's 

transcriptions "36 books", thick collections (Q665-Q694, Q830, Q833, Q840) kept in the National 

Centre of Manuscripts, which E. Kereselidze gave to the Georgian museum in 1936 are the most 

significant treasure of Georgian ecclesiastical chants. In this material we mean the "rough copy" of 

collections made by P. Koridze himself while he was setting down in musical the "clean copy" of 

the books made by E. Kereselidze. Among the thirty-six books mentioned above three of them are 

not notational collections: one of them is the Explanation of Psalms" (Q675), another one is the 

alphabetical index of transcribed hymns (Q665), and the third is "The History of Notational 

Transcriptions of the Georgian Church Hymns" (Q840) written by E. Kereselidze. The latter gives 

us the description of the 36 books. 

 It is true that, similar to this description, in the "Index of Hymns" (Q665) 
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the books are named by numbers, but on the collections the numbers are not always written, and, at 

the same time, the above mentioned numeration does not follow one system. Kereselidze's heading 

of the books in some cases does not help us to identify the collections, because in some cases the 

subject-matter of the collection does not correspond to the headings given in the description. 

Accordingly, in Kereselidze's list and in Q collections I've come across different order and 

succession. That is why it is not easy either to use the "index" or to identify the number of 

collections of Q collections. This reason created a necessity to carry out a comparative analysis, the 

result is that the problem is solved. 

The number of Koridze's manuscripts and Kereselidze's collections is not limited only by the 

material preserved in the collection. In the H collection of the Institute of manuscripts nine books 

(H 154) are kept united under one number. It is noteworthy that although V. Gvakharia mentions 

this manuscripts16  in his book "The Development of Georgian Musical System" but unlike the 

manuscripts of Q collection, from which the list of hymns is represented completely in his work, 

somehow the hymns included in H 154 are not taken into consideration. 

Nine books, united in H154, were given to the fund of manuscripts by Spiridon Losaberidze 

in 1910. One episode of the "History" by E. Kereselidze is noteworthy, this episode describes how 

Spiridon Losaberidze got the collections of the hymns and what was their fate.17 The nine books 

include the most precious material; the major part of the hymn was passed by the master chanter 

Anton Dumbadze. 

 Among Koridze and Kereselidze's manuscripts three thick books: Q675, Q673 and Q674, 

occupy a distinguished place, they are the most complete collections of the three, the most 

important divine services.(vesper, matins, liturgy). 

These very collections are the main materials for our research. 

The Karbelashvilis' Music Collections  

At the same time when P. Koridze was transcribing hymns actively in western Georgia, The 

Distinguished representatives of the Karbelashvilis, of the family carrying chant traditions - Vasil, 

Polievctos and Pilimon Karbelashvilis were doing the same thing in Eastern Georgia. The 

Karbelashvilis can be considered the dynasty of protectors of the Georgian chant, the so-called 

Kartli adn Kakheti mode. That is why the mode of this chant was called "Karbelaant mode". Two 

collections of hymns, "Vesper" (1897) and "Matins" (1898), are published under this name, and 

they contain not only hymns of vesper and matin. 

���������������������������������������� �������������������
16 V. Gvakharia - The Development of Georgian Musical System - Tbilisi 1962 p. 411 
17 see Q840, p. 43-44 
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       We must mention separately "Vesper" published by Pilimon Karbelashvili (1907), where only 

the upper voice - the top voice part is given. This Collection is distinguished by the fact that it is the 

first sample of the structural analysis of Georgian hymns. The collection "Christmas Hymns" 

belong to Karbelashvili as well, which is a very interesting attempt of noting mode peculiarities in 

five line note system. 

      The manuscripts, left by the Karbelashvilis, which can be found in various archives and funds, 

are only partially used in our work. This precious material is still awaiting a fundamental 

musicological research. 

Artem Erkomaishvili's Recordings  

 Unlike the notational transcriptions Georgian hymns, the number of which is several 

thousands, we have very few phone recordings. From this point of view the biggest one is the 

hymns collected by the last connoisseur of chant Artem Erkomaishvili recorded in 1966, at the 

folklore department of Tbilisi State Conservatoire. These recordings enable us to get some idea 

about those peculiarities of chant performance which is impossible to reflect by notation. The 

tradition of chant, which Artem Erkomaishvili represents was called "Dumbadze's mode" in the 

19th-20th c., which shows the close connection of this family with chanting as well as the prestige 

of Anton Dumbadze.  

Other sources of Georgian chant. Besides the above mentioned, main sources of transcribed 

hymns there are many manuscripts today that have not been studied yet eitehr practically or 

scientifically. The revelation of such manuscripts and the material connected with them should 

become one of the priorities in the studying of Georgian chant. 

Chapter 2.    Georgian Chant Schools   

The beginning of the history Georgian church music is connected with those remote times, 

which gives very little information about Georgian music. In spite  of this we must suppose that in 

cloisters, churches and monasteries in Georgia and beyond Georgia together with liturgics and other 

branches of church art, the indivisible part of divine service - ecclesiastic chant and the traditions of 

performance of general and local importance were being established and developed. 

 In ecclesiastic art (in its separate branches) the creation of this or that school, on the basic of 

many centuries traditions, is known to history. It is natural that in Georgian chant too were different 

schools - as creative systems having a certain compositional technique and aesthetic principle. 
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In our diploma work "On the Unity of Georgian Chant Branches",18 this very thesis is 

regarded to be one of the important considerations, according to which various chant modes, built 

on the basic of unified canons of Georgian chant, represent the schools of chant. Their mentioning 

according to family names or the name of a part of Georgia ("Karbelaant mode", "Dumbadze's 

mode", Kartlian and Kakhetian chant, Imeretian and Gurian chant) must be considered to be of a 

later tradition. Correspondingly, the term 'mode' (in this context) is a synonym of a school.19. The 

correctness of the thesis is also proved by the fact that together with raising the question, the rule of 

referring to chant traditions or modes as chant schools was established (restored) both in modern 

musicology and chant practice. 

Our aim is to define which schools in particular are reflected in the notated or audio 

recordings that reached to us. In short to define what peculiarities are characteristic to this or that 

chant school. 

Every school of Georgian chant has one and the same canonical basis, which is most clearly 

expressed in the first voice of the three-voice Georgian chant. The great importance of the top voice 

in Georgian chant is recognized by both old chant singers and modern musicologists. And the 

individuality of chant schools is expressed in the peculiarity of the interrelation regularities of the 

three voices of chant, which had been establishing and refining in various monasteries and churches 

for centuries. 

Development Stages   

 In the numerous transcribed materials made at the end of the 10th and at the beginning of 

the 20th centuries in which the major part is occupied by P. Koridze's transcriptions, we come 

across two types, two kinds of chant: 1) the so-called "plain chant", "mode chant", otherwise - 

"Simple-True mode chant" and 2) ornamented chant "colorful chant", which sometimes is called 

"practiced" or "practice - chant". But P. Koridze thinks that there must be another stage previous to 

them which was called "study voices". It was characterized by fourth-octachord parallelism. This 

kind of voice joining is only in Artem Erkomaishvili's recorded chants. 

In spite of the great differences between Georgian many-voice and  early European 

polyphonic musical thinking, we must mention some similarities which can be seen in the two ways 

of the development of polyphony in professional music, in the two cultures which have different 

histories. 

���������������������������������������� �������������������
18 See David Shugliashvili -  On the Unity of Georgian Chant Branches // T.S.C. The collection of scientific works - old 

Georgian professional music. The question of history and theory. Tbilisi, 1991 
19 ibid, p. 161 
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The interval dependence of "study voices" remind us of the early organum which existed in 

the European polyphonic music of he middle-ages. In the "study voice" the oldest layer of Georgian 

chant is reflected. We think that the above mentioned principle of voice parallelism is the ancient 

form of performing Georgian chant. "Study voices", "Simple-true mode" and "Colorful chant" - are 

the terms showing not only teaching but also indicate the stages of the development of Georgian 

chant. Georgian chant preserves voice parallelism principle in all the above mentioned stages of its 

development. 

Besides common rules and laws every school of Georgian chant has its characteristic, 

traditional formulas of cadences, concluding typical phrases of hymns. The variety of chant schools 

is preconditioned by the peculiarities of "embellishment", "ornamentation", "embroidery" of 

canonical melody and the individual rules of corresponding harmonization that is the original 

images of three-voice singing. 

The tradition , which existed in Georgian chant practice but which did not reach to us in its 

living form, the sounding of the so-called "rejoining voices" together with the three main voices 

(tkma - top voice, modzakhili - middle voice and bani - bass) must be a peculiar way of chant 

ornamentation, which was mostly used in performing "variegated" hymns. The function of rejoining 

voices is to sound in the background of main voices to enrich the timbre and to occupy voice space 

completely. 

Gelati School    

Gelati monastery, as the cloister of spirituality and cultural and educational centre was very 

important. It was called "the other Jerusalem" and "another Athens". Gelati academy founded by 

David the builder in 1106 was that educational centre where together with other disciplines music 

was also taught. This fact makes us think that in Georgia of those days not only chant art was 

developing, but there must have existed a great school of teaching music (and first of all chant) 

theory. 

Chant Revival Committee, founded in the 60s of the 20th c. chose D. Chalagenidze, I. 

Tsereteli and R. Khundadze to reproduce hymns. This trio unifies three chant traditions though they 

had a common basis of chant, which is connected with Gelati chant school traditions.  

Svetitskhoveli Schoool - "Karbelaant Mode"    

As P. Karbelashvili tells us, on King Erekle II and Anton Catholicos' initiative, in 

accordance with the resolution of the special meeting, held in 1764, bishops and monastery leaders 

were assigned to create chant choirs at every bishop church, as in old times. For this purpose 
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a great catholic school was founded where young students, together with other subjects, studied 

Georgian chant too. This is the very school where the head of "Karbelaant mode", Peter Karbela 

received his chant knowledge. That is why it will be correct if we refer to this mode of Georgian 

chant as Svetitskhoveli chant school tradition. 

 Shemokmedi School - "Dumbadze's Mode"  

The comparative analysis of the recordings by Artem Erkomaishvili, the last representative of 

Shemokmedi chant tradition, and the hymns reproducted by Anton Dumbadze, prove the existence 

of common characteristic elements in the heredity of Shemokmedi school chanters of various 

generations. 

Chapter 3.  Eight-tone System:   

Similar to the chant of other orthodox churches, the main musical system in Georgian chant 

is the system of eight-tone or octoechos its Russian equivalent is Osmoglasie, in Georgian it means 

eight tones. In our opinion it is not a conception of two words (eight tones), but it is read as a 

composite, as a term of having a special liturgical and scientific meaning. 

Tone as a sum of melodious formulas, together with chant genre (form, kind) and function is 

a defining category of a canonical tune. 

Stanza, as a solid component part of this or that tone is considered to be the most essential 

structural element of hymns and we call it modus or more exactly stanza - modus. 

In Georgian tradition eight-tone hymns (according to Koridze-Kereselidze transcriptions) 

are classified into ten groups by us, the classification is given in the table. 

The aim of the present work is to prove the fundamentality of this classification, which we 

do by revealing every tone of each group, of stanza-modus fund, by structural analysis we reveal the 

identity and variety of these regularities in different Georgian chant schools. 

      In the manuscripts there are seven kinds of stichera which have a common intonational fund of 

tones. We called them Stichera Tones. The groups of stichera tones is the most multigenre. Besides 

sticheras there are nine more kinds of hymns. The hymns of stichera group have four tones common 

with the hymns of troparion genre. The four tones are: IV, V, VI and VII. That is why we call them 

stichera-troparion tones. The rest four tones of troparion genre hymns are different from stichera 

tones. We come across them namely in troparions. These four tones (I, II, III, VIII) belong to a 

separate group and we call hem troparion tones. We come across the exceptions in the structure 

mainly in separate tones (I, II, IV tones) of troparion genre. We may say that in the majority of 

tones, when the intonational moduses and their sequence is kept, the troparion genre, in the 
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above mentioned tones, is structurally quite changeable and mobile compared with other kind of 

other eight-tone chants. 

After the stichera and troparion-stichera groups, a group of tones is distinguished with 

multitude of genres, which we called Kontakion eight-tone. In this group, besides Knotakion, there 

are hymns of oikos , ypakoe and cathisma genres.  In the manuscripts Sunday matins ypakoes are 

represented by private eight-tones, that is why we classify them separately as an eight-tone ypakoe 

group. 

A special system of tune distribution is antiphon eight-tone, in which each tone consists of 

not one but several tunes. This principle can be found in both Gelati and Svetitskhoveli chant 

traditions. 

The above mentioned eight-tone chant genres include the so-called two or more stanza 

tunes, their stanzaical structuiral schemes, as a result of our research, are given in the table (see 

table No2) 

We separated eight-tone hymns of small forms, in which we mean one stanza (rarely two 

stanza) hymns. These are: prokimenos eight-tone, eight-tone alleluia (of liturgy), eight-tone 

Exapostilarion and eight-tone of Glories. In spite of their small form each of them has 

independent eight-tones. 

The main aim of the present work was the revelation and systematization of the regularities 

of eight-tone system in Georgian ecclesiastical chant. We think that the work carried out by us fills 

in the blanks that exist today and answers many questions, though we must mention that we do not 

claim that the question is exhausted. We suppose that on the basis of the analyses and observations 

given in the work, it is possible to raise a lot of new questions and to undertake new tasks, which 

would give new impulses to the research and knowledge of the Georgian chant.  

Conclusion 

On the basis of the carried out research the following conclusions and scientific new facts 

have been distinguished. The present work represents the first attempt to make a complex analysis 

of the eight-tone system in Georgian ecclesiastical chant, the musical contents of eight-tone hymns, 

the fund of stanza-modus and structural regularities are given in full and we are systematized. On 

the basis of comparative analysis a common ground of this system is revealed in various schools of 

Georgian chant. 

- We find it expedient to use the analogous composite term - (rvakhma) - eight - tone as a 

Georgian equivalent of octoechos. 

- Georgian ecclesiastical chant is based on the general principle of eight-tone, a 

definite rule of distributing canonical tones and tunes, which is the common 
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basis for each traditional / Georgian chant school known to us. 

- Tone, as a sum of melodious formulas, together with the hymn genre (form - kind) and 

function, is a determining category for a canonical tone. 

- We made the complete structural stanzaical analysis of eight-tone hymns which are in Q 

672, Q 673 and Q 674 manuscripts. 

- We classified hymns according to tones (taking into consideration not only tone but genre 

and function components as well) : ten groups of eight-tone were revealed 

       1. Stichera (tone I, II, III, VIII) 

       2. Stichera-troparion (IV, V, VI, VII) 

       3. Troparion (I, II, III. VIII) 

       4. Kontakion 

       5. Ypakoe 

       6. Antiphon 

       7. Prokimenos 

       8. Exapostilarion 

       9. Alleluia 

      10. Glories 

- As a result of the detailed analysis of each tone of the eight-tone groups, we studied and 

revealed the complete stanzaical intonational arsenal of the eight-tone system. 

- Stanza as a solid structural component unit of this or that tune of tone is called stanza-

modus. 

- The stability of stanza-modus sequence determines the functional meanings of stanzas. 

- We divided stanzas into the following essential kinds: 

       1. Beginning 

       2. Repeated 

       3. Middle  

       4. Pre-concluding 

       5. Concluding. 

- We also classified the rarer kinds of stanzas: 

       1. Inserted 

       2. Substitute 
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       3. Common 

       4. Loan (borrowed) 

       5. Compound 

- We showed the stanza-modus complex of each tone, the typical structural mechanism of 

their usage (the number of stanza-moduses, the sequence and transposition) and their 

accordance in various chant school traditions. 

- we revealed and discussed the deviations from these stereotypes (e.g. usage of another group 

tune, "falling out" of a stanza, or an "unsystematic character" in the sequence, and so on). 

- On the basis that stichera and troparion groups differ only in four tones, while they have 

four tones in common, we called it a stichera-troparion group 

- On the basis of comparison of the patterns of various schools we may say that the rule of 

arrangement of words with the tune is more changeable than the construction of the tune 

itself (the sequence of stanza) 

- The systemic categorization of eight-tone tunes, shown by us, enables us to indentify 

thousands of hymn tunes in the manuscripts with the corresponding group of eight-tone 

system and tone. At the same time, we can reveal the deviations, errors or in exactitudes in 

the manuscripts. 

- The given systematization will help us both in choosing a corresponding canonical tune for 

various hymns not fixed in the notational manuscripts and in establishing the norms of text 

arrangement for this tune. 

* * * 

- We posed a question about the necessity of research in the sphere of sources from the point 

of views of source expertise. 

- From the point of view of notational transcription of hymns, the expert study of sources has 

never been an object of special great research of musicologists as yet. 

- We revealed the earliest notational transcription of a Georgian hymn is Mary the Blessed 

Virgin's Irmos, transcribed in Ukraine in 1802 

- We specified the conformity of the numeration in Q collection with the list of E. 

Kereselidze's books. 
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The hymn index (Q 665), made by E. Kereselidze for the manuscript, which is a great help for 

Georgian chant research, was rather difficult to use because of the discrepancies between the 

numeration of notated collections and the number of R collection. After the comparative description 

analysis the problem is solved. 

- We brought a manuscript H 154 (nine books) into the sphere of musicological research; we 

revealed and specified its origin. 

- We pointed out the notated manuscripts that are unknown in today's scientific literature and 

chant practice, and we set forth the future prospects of their research. 

 

* * * 

- W e set forth a terminological specification-argumentation of schools classification 

- We defined namely which school patterns are reflected in the notated or audio recordings. 

- We showed our vision of historical stages of chant development. 

- We indicated three stages of chant development: 

1) "Study voices", 2) plain and 3) colorful chant 

The variety of chant schools is preconditioned by arranging chant voices (tkma - top voice, 

modzakhili - middle voice and bani - bass), the peculiarities of their ornamentation, variously 

"ornamenting", "embroidering" the canonical tune and the individual rules, many voice original 

images of the corresponding harmonization. 

- We also referred to the regularities of voice arrangement and "ornamentation" as the main 

distinguishing aspect of schools. 

- We showed one of the semantic conformity of the term "mode" with a chant school. 

- we showed the typicality of cadence modulations in separate schools. 

- Gelati tradition reached to us by chant of three people, (Ivliane Tsereteli, Dimitri 

Chalaganidze, Razhden Khundadze) but we cannot say that this chant is a synthesis of the 

three schools. As it seems, they have the common basis of chant which is rightly connected 

with Gelati monastery school-academy, as with the most important cultural-education centre 

- "Karbelaant mode", the origin of which is connected with the name of Peter Karbela, is 

represented as Svetitskhoveli school tradition. The reason of it is P. Karabelashvili's 

information about his grandfather Peter's learning chant. 

- We set forth a hypothesis about the traditionality of melismatic ornamentation practice in 

Eastern Georgian chant tradition (among them in "Karbelaant mode") 

- We proved the diversity of tradition in Eastern Georgian chant sources 
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(Arakishvili's transcriptions, Kashveti chanters' audio recordings). 

- We proved the connection of the chanters of Shemokmedi school various generations 

through the transcriptions by Anton Dumbadze and Artem Erkomaishvili. 
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